RE: The Divorce Epidemic
in our land and in the church

Dear Pastor:

This|etter iswritten to you by afellow servant and laborer inthe Lord. | pray that you will receiveit inthe
same spirit of love and concern with which it is prayerfully sent. Although there are many common
concerns that could be addressed, this letter focuses on the present state of divorce and remarriageinthe
church. The steady advance of sexua sn and deviation within the Christian community isfueled, one way
or another, by disregard of God' s Word concerning marriage. Consequently, | pray that you will carefully
weigh the merits of this case presented to you.

Asyou have no doubt read, according to pollsters, the divorce epidemic among “born again Chrigtians’
isnow at least ashigh or higher than those who do not clam Chrigt. The* State of Our Unions’ report from
Rutgers University declares that in the “Bible Belt” of the United States, where the greatest concentration
of “Bible-Bdieving” Chrigtianslive, the divorce rate has climbed 50% higher than in the nation asawhole.
Other reports indicate that the clergy now represent the second highest divorcerate of al the professions.
If these Satistics reflect anything even closeto redlity, it pointsto the unavoidable concluson that wein the
church are caught in aweb of Sn more contagious and virulent than anything we have previoudy suffered
inour 2,000 year history.

The divorce and remarriage doctrines being commonly taught and practiced in the church today are neither
supported by Scripture nor by the early leadersof the Chrigtian faith. Approximately 50 yearsago, liberd
church leaders began disregarding Biblica prohibitions against remarriage, a process that has expanded
to include most conservatives, thereby replacing the historic position with the “modern” one. After only
asgngle generdion, little trace or memory remains of the protective walls that once stood upon the sound
origind teachings. This authorized the divorce and remarriage culture to rapidly invade and infect the
people of God with devastating results.

This contagion is not limited to any particular Church tradition, group or denomination. It isspreading like
aplaguein every Protestant group in the Western world. To compete, Roman Catholics haveinflated their
concept of annulment leading to remarriage into a modern day indulgenceto sin, just like Protestants. No
longer can any one group point at the other asthe source of the problem. Theroot isthe commonly shared
theology that undercuts marriage, tolerates divorce and supports remarriage, contrary to Christ’s specific
teachings confirmed by the Apostle Paul. Fortified by a doctrine of confession without repentance, the
epidemic is becoming uncontainable as it gains equality, respectability and a cloak of spiritudity within
God' sHouse. Asareault, efforts to reach the watching world for Christ are returning unto usvoid asour
lack of integrity empties us of the power of God's Word.

Wrong assumptions have provided ided breeding conditions for the culture. For ingtance, it is widdy
assumed that a second marriage is valid in the eyes of God while a former spouse lives; that a second
marriage invaidatestheorigina. Littleindependent thought isgiven asto what our Lord actudly did teach,



snce most pastors are content to accept the consensus of the age. This theology brands those that hold
obediently to the origind understanding as legdigts, and odtracizes them within their own church and
families, especidly if they have the courage to modd and voice their convictions. It seemsthat most now
believe, asan article of faith, that Jesusdied to redeem their Sin, ingtead of dying to redeem them fromtheir
gn. Thissubtletwigt of Satan makes dl the difference in the world.

Pastor, you mug redize that something is fundamentdly flawved when the conduct of believer’s only
matches or falls below that of unbelievers. It can not be explained as mere pressure exerted by theworld,
as we have suffered much worse without falling. The problem is not what is found in the world, but what
isNOT found in the church — Righteousness. | therefore plead with you to earnestly seek God' sface on
this matter, research for yoursdlf, study His Word, and when finding the truth, take a stand to boldly
support it, comewhat may. Responsihility to take action falls upon you as a shepherd of the Lord’ sflock.
| pray that you will cometo understand that any authority the church may possess does not extend to being
able to override God' s Word.

The only remedy isto completely submit to Jesus Chrit in tota repentance and obedience, forsaking sin
and thereby gaining His cleansing and heding power. Superficid thergpeutic treatments smply spread the
contamination further. If any of us have sinned against God and led our people astray, al we haveto do
isfal onour kneesin godly sorrow and repent — repent and forsake our own sin, and of the part we have
played in the near destruction of Hischurch. AsJesustold thosein Laodicea, “Behold, | stand at the door
and knock. If anyone hearsmy voiceand opensthe door, | will comein and eat with him, and hewithme.”

Pastor, | plead with you to remember the old truths presented here. Please, do not be slent and permit
others to be deceived by the church divorce culture any longer. Please do not follow the crowd, but ook
for the ancient paths, and walk in them, isolated and done if necessary. | pray that the Lord will be with
you and your people as we expectantly look forward to His return.

Your Servant in Chrig,

Chuck Crismier

| welcome your comments and will do my best to answer any questions or address your concerns. 'Y ou
may reach me by sending your responseto: crismier@saveus.org. | would suggest, however, that you first
study the FACT SHEETS and SHORT OUTLINE, “MARRIAGE, DIVORCE and REMARRIAGE, A
Summary of What the Bible REALLY Teaches” beforewriting, sncetheinformation found may be helpful.
A number of teachings by various pastors, authors and theol ogians on the subject of marriage, divorce and
remarriage as well as other helpful materials may be found a www.marriagedivorce.com.
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